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By JOYCE WADLER N
In theory it sounds like a

terrific idea — particularly

% given the tendency of New
Yorkers to be more than
willing to offer their opiniors
to anyone willing to listen:

Start with a new-born
communications industry —
in this case cable television.
Set aside free air time for
anyone who wants it. Insure
freedom - of expression by
ruling that the cable compa-
ny can in no way regulate
..what is said or done on that
time.

Then you-ve got public ac-
cess television.

Seems like it should be

.doing beautifully in this
.town?
It's not.

Public aceess TV, opera-
tional in New York in its two-
channel glory since July, '71,
has an audience that’s been
put, by three separate sur-
veys, as between five and 10
per cent of the city's 114,000
cable subscribers —at most.

Despite the aim of public -

access to give television back
to the people there are almost
no facilities in New York for
a person to go to learn how
to use or borrow video equip-
ment. Even public access’
most devoted supporters will
admit that a lot of the pro-
gramming is awful. And if
you ask your average New
Yorker if he has any idea of
what public access is, chances
are he'll tell you he doesn’t.

" What Does 1t Mean? -

.Does that mean that the
famous New York drive to
spcak out ~has - d.bappeared
“and that no one is participat-
ing in the public a,ccess ex-
periment? - il

. Not at all..

‘Sterling Ma.n'hattan and
Teleprompter, the two cable
TV companies * having the
dNew York City cable fran-
chise for lower and upper
Manhattan, respectively, both

mannrdt that naarlv 8 nor cent

& 4n to 'pubnc aeeess and you-

might see “Let's Get High
with Frank and Guy”, a

- marijiana-reform show, -or

“Street Meat,” a show on
verbal abuse of women pro-
duced by the Women’s Video
Projects, or a yoga class, or
a community meeting.

If you were. particularly '

lucky, you might have seen
the 1972 New York City
Street  Olympics broadcast,
which opened with an aerial
shot of sweat-shirted, pot-
bellied New Yorkers racing
through the city strects as a
voice announced that the
show was coming “from a
fire escape high atop Thomp-
son Street,” then cut to a
shot of the athletes lighting
the Olympic torch: two bear-
cans filled with Sterno.
Maybe you've even been

able to cateh the regularly.

broadcast Sunday evening
of Yugoslav filmmaker An-
ton Perich, shown over both
Teleprompter and Sterling

the companies often broad- .

cast the same show simul-
tancously. Perich has given
public access its biggest pub-

licity boost with his “satiric '

soap operas” which include a
lot of Warhol stars, a lot of
nudity, and a lot of talking
dirty. (One of the most
famous Perich shows fea-
tured a nude man with a paint
brush in his behind who
painted “I love you” on a
sheet of glass.) Perich's
other work includes Inter-
views with rock stars, cele-
brities — one as .yet. un-

screened interview with Mu-

hammed Ali at his training
p. ' (“What makes me
different from other men is

' 1 got imagination,” says All,
‘who . talks In the interview
about inter-racial marriage,

American politics, poetry, “A
man * with knaglnatlon can
ﬂy ")
No ‘Censorship

What distincuishes Dubhc

Anton Perich, the bad boy of public access televi

can reach each other,” says
Maxie Cohen, the director of
the Video Access Center,
which had served as a view-
ing and training center for
Sterling Manhattan before it
closed two months ago. “The

.point Is not complete with

“Bonanza.” Publiq access
isn’t for entertainment. It's
to promote community inter-
action and exchange."

Even Cohen admits, how- '

ever, that the quality of most
of the shows is terrible, and
almost everyone in. the in-
dustry agrees.

- “Most of the stuff ox:\ pub-
lic access is awful,” says
Sandy Schulberg, the 25-
year-old assistant director at
Open Cham:el, a privately
owned nonprofit organization
devoted to promoting public

they felt that the limited
number of viewers of public
access did not merit the
space that public television
did. (A representative of the
Daily News, the only paper
to have carried public access,
said that the paper hadcar-
ried limited public access
listings  prior to expanding
their TV-film listings six

- months ago, and that they

were seeking space to resume
the listings.

. Beside the probleml of

know’lng what's on public -

access TV, the person who
wants to produced his own

program, _or: be ;on public

aceess . Mmself has -almost :
; nowhere to go._, * ' k

Program Dropped

months ago, The Video
Access Center. Jointly spon-

.. . cess ‘'groups-
- .Prior, . to its closing two

would lend equipment for
which there would be a wait
of “a few weeks"” He Te-
feired the caller to a small,
independent access_ center
which might be able to pro-
vide training, and to Tele-'
prompter for use of a studio.

Asked whether the Video
Access Center, or its equiva-
lent, would be opening up,
Lawrence said “probably

'not 7

gViewers who want to .
shoot a show  outside &,
studio—who either want_to
borrow equlpment or, leam

_how to use lt—esentlally

have no place togo. .

There are a ‘number’ of
small. community video ac-
around. town.-
but they can handle very few:
people. Open Channel, which
+ad been one of the major

e Publlc Access Telewswn Is Anybod? W&tchmg"’

Rost Photo by Terence McCarten

sion, in front of monitors showmg' one ot controversial programs.

cqmpment and facilities ne-
cessary for the production
of programming,” there are
no specific requirements as
to what those “minimal”
facilities might be, and no
guidelines as to what the
cable companies are expect-
ed to spend on public access.
Morris Tarshis, the di-
rector of the city's Bureau y
of Franchises, which is in °
cliarge of the franchise
agreements, says that as
“far as the city is concerned,
the cable companies are
““more than living up to
- their part of the aglreement.“‘ i
“According to the agree- '
ment, they ‘could have |
charged the public for the 3
time, instead they offeved'it
free,” says Tarshjs. ;
There . have been sugges- -
tions that the city put a per-
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