




















which is both personal and universally experienced amongst
immigrant populations.

Anthony Goicolea is the first of his family to visit Cuba following
their escape in 1961. In May 2008, Goicolea spent two weeks
photographing sites of ancestral interest, and attempting to locate
old family friends. Using rough maps drawn by his family, Goicolea
found landmarks in various stages of decay and was unable to
make any family contacts. In the act of searching for these familial
connections, Goicolea's longing for a sense of the place echoed in
his family's romanticized accounts was unrequited.

Out of this cathartic expedition, Goicolea created a series of
landscape images of contemporary Cuba. In Day for Night, a mixed
media piece featuring a dilapidated art school on the outskirts
of Havana, Goicolea inverts the source imagery by darkening a

Anthony Goicolea (Broaklyn, MNY)
Father | diptych, 2008
Chromiogenic print

16 x 24 inches

From the series Related
Courtesy of the artist

and Postmasters (New York, NY}

daytime sky, which contains drawn trajectories of hurricanes
that passed through Cuba since 1961. Other images are equally
romanticized, where the artist’s drawings alter his family’s
remembered landscapes and suggest architecture of the past or
metaphysical reconstructions.

From its initiation, Related is quite personal; it tells a complex
story about Goicolea's heritage including stories of loss, alienation
and assimilation. The constructions intersect vernacular studio
photography with fine art, thereby moving beyond the traditional
definitions of photography and notions of authorship. Using these
techniques, Goicolea challenges the viewer to navigate within a
language of ancestral references, constructed mythologies, and to
unearth metaphors about his Cuban-American experience, which
are embedded in each layer of his artistic process. &=
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