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Wish [ Was, 2009, oil and spray paint on canvas, 12x16 inches

Postmasters Gallery is pleased to announce an exhibition of new paintings by Steve Mumford. The
show opening on February 20 will be on view until March 27, 2010. The opening reception is
scheduled for Saturday, February 20, between 6 and 8 pm.

This will be Mumford'’s fifth exhibition at Postmasters presenting two distinct groups of paintings:
large scale heroic figurative ones and graffiti based text works.

In his new paintings Mumford continues to investigate the war in Iraq, based on his experiences
there and the understanding he gleaned from civilians and combatants. Sometimes from the
perspective of the American soldiers, sometimes from the insurgents’ point of view, these paintings
explore peoples’ motivations in war, the ties that bind as well as fracture.

Iraqi prostitutes at a Western hotel; rifts between foreign jihadis and Iraqi nationalists; tender
farewells of a suicide bomber; languid afternoons of a US platoon; Koranic exhortations to jihad; the
mythos and the reality of American military power: all these are facets in Mumford’s version of the
hard, glittering stone of war.

Mumford has made 6 trips to Iraq between 2003 and 2008, emailing his drawings to artnet.com as a
visual record of his experiences, and subsequently exhibiting them in numerous shows worldwide.
He published many of the drawings in Baghdad Journal, An Artist in Occupied Iraq, Drawn &
Quarterly, 2005. A selection of his drawings is included in “The Storyteller”, an exhibition curated by
Claire Gilman and Margaret Sundell for ICI now on view at the Art Gallery of Parsons The New School
for Design in New York.

Postmasters Gallery located at 459 West 19t Street between 9t and 10th Avenues
is open Tuesday through Saturday 11 - 6 pm

Contact Magdalena Sawon or Paulina Bebecka with questions and image requests
www.postmastersart.com



