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The Polish multimedia artist
Katarzyna Kozyra earned a repu-
tation as a provocateur in the
1990s. For her film “Men’s Bath-
house,” she disguised herselfasa |
naked man, infiltrated an all-
male sanctuary and surrepti-
tiously filmed its nude denizens.

In recent years Ms. Kozyra has
been producing elaborate, fairy-
talelike films that call to mind
Matthew Barney. With supernat-
ural clarity and hallucinogenical-
ly rich color, “Summertale” re-
lates an engrossingly zany and |
weird story about a quintet of
midget women who live in a rus-
tic cottage surrounded by lush
gardens. After a rainy night three
full-grown people emerge from
giant mushrooms: a tall, red- .
haired drag queen, a male opera |
singer and an innocent girl
played by Ms. Kozyra.

The midgets, wearing colorful
matching peasant dresses, ini-
tially welcome the newcomers
into their home but turn on them
when they discover that the drag
queen is not a woman. The midg-
ets disable the men and pull
them, unconscious, into a base-
ment room. There they chop their
captives up with axes while the
girl, bound and gagged, watches |
in horror. Toward the end the girl
appears on an upper-story balco- |
ny from which she angrily castsa |
spell on the midgets in the gar-
den below. In the final scene the
midgets have turned into fly aga- |
ric toadstools. i

What it all meansis hard to
say. Maybe it is an allegory about |
the soul’s progress as it tran- |
scends the duality of male and fe- |
‘male. In any case, it is a hoot. f
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